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Safeguarding Children Policy 
Safeguarding is about protecting children and 
adults from abuse or neglect and educating 
those around them to recognise the signs and 
dangers. 
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act introduces a strengthened, 
robust and effective partnership approach to safeguarding. 

One of the most important principles of safeguarding is that it is everyone’s 
responsibility. Each professional and organisation must do everything they 
can, to ensure that children and adults at risk are protected from abuse. 

1.1 Introduction 

Everyone who participates in the activities of Snowsport Cymru Wales is 
entitled to do so in an enjoyable and safe environment. Snowsport Cymru 
Wales has a moral and legal obligation to ensure that, when given 
responsibility for children, coaches, volunteers and all those working on behalf 
of the organisation, it provides them with the highest possible standard of 
care. 

 
Snowsport Cymru Wales is committed to devising and implementing policies 
so that everyone in the sport accepts their responsibilities to safeguard 
children from harm and abuse. This means following procedures to safeguard 
them and reporting any concerns about their welfare to appropriate 
authorities. 

The aim of the policy is to promote good practice, providing children and 
young people with appropriate safety and protection whilst involved in the 
activities of Snowsport Cymru Wales, and to allow staff and volunteers to 
make informed and confident responses to specific safeguarding and Child 
Protection issues.  

1.2 Snowsport Cymru Wales – our role in Snowsports 
 
Snowsport Cymru Wales (SSC/W) is the National Governing Body for all 
snow sports in Wales and is made up of its membership of Clubs, individuals, 
Schools and Company supporters and is recognised and supported by Sport 
Wales.  SSC/W encourages and offers advice on the development of ski 
clubs, developing their coaches and athletes.  SSC/W is linked to GB 
Snowsports, (GBS), the GB governing body organising and training teams 
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that compete internationally at Olympic Games and World Championships for 
example.  SSC/W organises and trains the Welsh National Ski Squad, Welsh 
Development Group and Dragons Alpine Team as well as organising regional 
and local development groups targeting talented young skiers. 

SSC/W organises a Coaching Scheme that encompasses all grades of skiers 
from beginners to experts and racers.  The Scheme provides training and 
assessment facilities, aiming to provide top quality coaches, race officials and 
registered racers who wish to compete in regional or national races giving 
them access to seeding and international events. 

SSC/W is unique as it is also responsible for the management of Cardiff Ski & 
Snowboard Centre, a 100 metre artificial slope providing an all year round 
facility for all standards of skiers and snowboarders. 

1.3 To whom the Policy Applies 

Everyone working with, or for SSC/W is required to adopt our policy.   

A child is defined as a person under the age of 18 (Children Act 1989).  We 
have a moral and legal duty to safeguard all children in our care. 

1.4 Safeguarding and the Duty of Care 

Snowsport Cymru Wales will: 
Appoint a Lead Safeguarding Officer and a Deputy Safeguarding Officer. 
Some of the duties of the Lead SO may be delegated to the Deputy SO. 

• Provide support and guidance for all instructors and clubs 

• Ensure all cases of poor practice that may be abuse and any allegations of 
abuse are dealt with confidentially and properly and where appropriate, 
referred to other agencies 

• Convene a Disciplinary Panel when necessary 
• Deal with all allegations and make decisions within agreed timescales 

according to our Disciplinary Policy 

• Keep a list of all suspended, disciplined and disqualified persons and 
where appropriate refer people disqualified to the Disclosure and Barring 
Service and other relevant government agencies. 

 
1.5 The Role of the Lead Safeguarding Officer 

The Lead Safeguarding Officer will: 
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• Offer support and help on safeguarding matters to all SSC/W staff, clubs 
and volunteers  

• Take a lead role in the development and establishment of the 
organisation’s approach to safeguarding children and young people 

• Case Manage referrals of/cases of poor practice  
• Manage the referrals to Children’s Social Care Services, the Police or the 

CPSU. 

• Be the central point of contact for internal and external 
individuals/agencies 

• Represent the organisation at external meetings related to child protection 
or safeguarding 

• Co-ordinate dissemination of policy, procedures and resources throughout 
the organisation 

• Advise on the organisation’s child protection training needs and 
development of its training strategy 

• Maintain confidentiality regarding cases 

• Take a lead role in maintaining and reviewing the organisation’s 
Safeguarding and Child Protection policy and guidance. 

 
1.6 Policy Statement 

SSC/W fully accepts its legal and moral obligations to provide a duty of care 
to protect all children. SSC/W is committed to ensuring that: 

• the welfare of the child is paramount 

• all children, whatever their age, gender, race, religion or belief, sexual 
orientation, ability or disability have the right to participate in snow sports 
in a fun and safe environment and have the right to protection from abuse  

• all reasonable steps are taken to protect children from harm, 
discrimination, and degrading treatment and to respect their rights, wishes 
and feelings 

• all suspicions and allegations of poor practice or abuse are taken seriously 
and responded to swiftly and appropriately 

• all SSC/W employees/volunteers who work with children are recruited with 
regard to their suitability for that responsibility, and are provided with 
guidance and/or training in good practice and Safeguarding and Child 
Protection procedures 
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• all SSC/W employees/volunteers understand that working in partnership 
with parents and children is essential for the protection of children 

• all those in a position of responsibility throughout the organisation 
recognise it is not their responsibility to determine if abuse has occurred, 
but it is their responsibility to report and act on any concerns they have. 

 
The practices and procedures within this policy are based on principles 
contained within UK and International legislation and Government guidance.   
 
Our SSC/W policy is based on the English guidance and legislation but, in the 
light of the common principles and similar approaches taken by all home 
nations, the procedures in this document are fully applicable to all members 
and affiliated organisations. Where there are differences, these are 
acknowledged. 
 
SSC/W Child Protection Policy is reviewed every 3 years or whenever 
there is a major change in the organisation or in relevant legislation. The 
Policy was first published in June 2004, updated in April 2007 and 
rewritten in September 2013. Revision was published in March 2014 with 
a minor update in October 2016. Policy has been reviewed and updated 
in October 2019.  Policy has been reviews and updated in December 
2022 and again in January 2026. 
 

 

Policies, legislation, structures and procedures are, of course of 
immense importance but they serve only as the means of securing 
better life opportunities for each young person. It is the robust and 
consistent implementation of these procedures, which keeps children 
and young people safe. 
 
Protection of Children in England: A progress Report (2009) Lord Laming, 
Crown Copyright 

 
 
 


